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The Cileauiugs From Saive Siddhantha

(Sri. Shanmukhasundaram Chettiar, Madras.)

(Continued from page 192
3. The Existence of God Supreme (contd.)

- Some urge that the Universe is dissolved
in Maya and it emanates from it. But the
acceptance of this statement would demand an
explanation for the inequalities that are manifested
in the creation. Birds, animals, men, and other
beings differ from one another in various
ways both as individuals and groups.  The
difference would naturally lead one to presume
that God, the creator is partial and unjust and
has both likes and dislikes. In his examination
of this argument, Sivajnana Munivar states that
like seed which sprouts when the earth is made
wet, the primordial principium, having its abode
in the energy of Sakthi of God, issues forth
under the direction and will of the Sakthi. It
is therefore obvious that the Universe, which is
evolved out of Maya, emanates from the Sakthi
wherein lay the maya in its primordial form.
The endless variety in creation is due entirely
to the instrumental cause viz.,, Karma, and the
justice and grace of God are, on that ground,
never endangered. . The fruits of Karma are
linked with the souls in accordance with their
desires, and God’s duty therefore amounts to be
mere fulfilment of soul’s wishes, = Without seed
no plant will never shoot up from the earth.
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Similarly, without Maya, the Universe will not
issue forth from God.

The adoption of Karma to explain the
inequalities in creation makes some to urge that
God is not necessary as the Karma itself can
effect creation. But it has to be remembered
that the Karma is inactive and that there is
nothing of power or agency included in it. It
needs therefore some -agent for its operation.
A calf is fed with milk that flows from the
cow’s udder. A magnet attracts a piece of iron.
In the absence of an agent in their case, what
is desired never happens voluntarily. If the
milk can itself automatically flow from the udder,
it should flow even from the udder of a dead
cow. The milk does not flow from the udder
when the soul in the vesture of a cow is absent.
Unless a person brings a magnet in contact with
a piece of iron, the attraction does not take place.

Some desire to assign this agency-ship to souls
themselves, on the ground that the Karma possesses
no intelligence, and is inanimate, and that as the
souls are endowed with wisdom they can effect
creation and other processes. But these souls
are themselves inert as they are in bondage
and bave no freedom. The actions of their
bodies and the senses contained therein are
operated and controlled by God.  We find that
all sensations arise through sense-organs in the
body and that one is not aware of sensation
when mind is not in contact with the sense organs.
The sense organs do not themselves know what
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they do but the soul which inhabits 'in the body
understands the several sensations. Likewise
the soul cannot know or enjoy unless God endows
it with the power and energy to understand a
particular thing.

It is urged that souls free from such
imperfections can perform these functions. But
a question may arise whether such souls are
those who have been set free from bondage or
those who are naturally and eternally free from
all imperfections or bondage. The latter is God
and God alone. As for the former, it is evident
that there is an agent beyond them who bestows on
them that gift of freedom and the eternal bliss.

It has been stated by some on the analogy
. of the potter that in performing the function of
creation, God will be bound up with all imperfeotiona
even as a potter when he makes a pot. An
action is generally performed either by thought or
Sankhalpa that this shall be done in this manner
or by necessary instruments. A potter cannot
operate by his Sankhalpa alone but he requires
instruments as well.  But God’s energy or Sakthi
operates merely by Sankhalpa. =~ When functions
are performed by Sankhalpa, the bondage, avidya
and other finfirmities never bind the operator,
God. A potter produces a jar. He has a
thorough knowledge of the form of the jar and
the materials and instruments he has to employ
for its production. By this thought-process the
jar cannot be made, but he should place the
clay on a wheel and perform all processes quite
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necessary for manufacturing the jar. Unlike the
potter, God makes his Sankhalpa that a certain
thing should be made in a certain manner and
the production takes place as though that thing
shoots forth by its own voluntary effort.

It is also urged that a jar is certainly
produced by the potter but in addition to the
knowledge of his material, his desire, and action,
he must have a body in order to bring about
the result and therefore God must have a body.
Berkeley remarks, that a human spirit or person
is not perceived by sense. The soul by itself
has no form to be perceived by sense and it
moves, by its volition, the body it inhabits,
Like the formless soul, God, who has no form,
creates the Universe and subjects it to other
processes as well. 1t is a known maxim that
all forms are products of causes and under the
same category, God who has a form must be
produced of a cause. It will be endless to trace
causes that preceded and the postulate, that God
has no form is a necessity. As the epcasement
in a form or body limits the power of action,
God without assuming a form created the
Universe through the medium of His Energy and
through His will He assumes several forms.

A person who has seen a pot and a potter
making it, infers in the absence of a potter at
the sight of another pot, that a potter has made
it. Such inference is not possible in the case
of the creation of the Universe hy God as no
individual has ever seen another world and a -God
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who created it. The invariable concomittance or
avinabhavam ig therefore absent. One has seen
smoke and fire together at a hearth. Subsequently
at another hearth he perceives only smoke and
he infers that the hearth has fire. This may be
conceded that the smoke and fire are from two
hearths and the characteristics are quite in
common with each other. Some think that there
is difference between the smoke in the small
hearth and that on a big mountain and the
inference here is not possible. It can be determined
on account of the presence of common characteristics
existing in the smoke ip the hearth and that on
the mountain. It is therefore evident that one
individual, who has seen an object and its
operator together at a place can infer at the
sight of another object, that it has creator on
the ground, that both operators belong to one
and the same class of operators. The Universe
has therefore a God who evolves it from Maya
wherein it lay dissolved.

Saint Meikandar thus determining the
existence of God, proceeds in his third section
to prove that this world projecting diely is the
God Supreme. Mr. Mackenzie writes in his
*Conception of Diety” “that our Universe is to be
thought of as a parbicular system brought inte
being by a contingent choice in a manner somewhat
analogous to that of the imaginative creation of
o human artist. The supreme object of . that
‘creative process may - be supposed to be the!
production of a society of persons each of whom
has limited power of choice relatively independent;
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but controlled by the general purpose of the
creative power; just as the characters in a play’
express their individuality subject to the structure
of the plot”’. Sivagnana Munivar expresses this
very same idea. He cites the analogy of a temple
chariot or car executed by several carpenter’s
under the supervision of one, who is a master
of the art. The Universe is big enough to
demand plurality of Gods like Vishnu, Brahma,

Indra and a host of others for its creation and
other process of change. Like the chariot that
is executed under the supervision of one master-
carpenter, the Universe .is created under the
guidance of the one and supreme God, who is
the disposer of all. He does all functions
either by himself or through the instrumentality
of others. Only an expert can be at the head-
of a body of artists, as he possesses greater
knowledge and experience in the line. As Gods.
or Devas are of a lesser order and as omniscience,
omnipotence and other allied attributes are possessed
only by the Supreme Being. It alone can be'
the head of these gods whnose knowledge and power
are limited. Saiva  Siddhantha assigns this
suprema¢y over Gods to Paramasivam, thé
Absolute, ‘and from a study of the Universé
percelved the existence of God Supreme is proved
and established by a method quite compatublo
with the development of modern science.

(To contmue}
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